
“…Zion said, ‘The LORD has forsaken me, the LORD has forgotten me.’ 

‘Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no compassion on the child she has 

borne? Though she may forget, I will not forget you! See, I have engraved you on the 

palms of my hands;’” Isaiah 49:14-16a. 

 

Dear Christian friends: 

 

Christmas is over; a calendar year has passed. Now most people hunker down for the 

“real” months of winter. Credit counselors will have their busiest weeks ahead. Many 

pastors will notice a spike in the incidents of marital and family strife. The extravagance 

of the spending for the Christmas rush is atoned for in January as the credit bills arrive. It 

is unfortunate that many people in our culture get caught in this extensive commercial net 

of spend, spend, spend! Marriages and families can easily be thrown into turmoil due to 

household income shortfalls for the bills. The peace on earth which the angels proclaimed 

at Jesus’ birth does not reach its gestational term for most in our society. Instead it is 

overthrown by the distress of overspending and financial duress. 

 

I find these weeks of the New Year a blessed time. A deepest personal joy is to have 

more concentrated time to spend reading and reflecting upon scriptures. Very often God’s 

words come again to remind me and renew me in the deep love and intimate relationship 

that God creates and longs for with each beloved person. Over and over again I encounter 

passages where God declares his continuing presence with me, even when I feel 

abandoned. 

 

The birth of Jesus is a celebration that just begins to conceive the wonder and marvel at 

God’s inexhaustible love to us. The life of Jesus tells us over and again that God longs for 

our wholeness and salvation. God does not desire our continuing entrapment in the guilt 

and horror of our human situation. The words from Isaiah grow and expand that image of 

God’s closeness. When I contemplate the image of engraving upon the hand, I can only 

think of the depth of pain that God will endure to demonstrate that love. It reminds me of 

my farm experience when young calves would be branded. A red hot iron is thrust upon 

the skin, to burn the hair and follicles; a permanent scarring mark remains. The searing 

pain can only be known by those who have experienced burns personally. 

 

However, this is the image that God wants to impart to us about his commitment to us. It 

is only in a relationship which is that deeply committed that we can experience ultimate 

hope and trust. The God revealed in Jesus Christ is not a fickle deity who comes to us 

when the urge is positive. Our God has taken pain into God’s self, to recreate the solidity 

and solidarity of our relationship broken by sin. A daily walk with God is a constant 

enriching opportunity. My life feels much fuller and satisfying with this depth of 

knowing and being known.  

 

Don’t let the cares of this world crowd out the most perfect and enduring gift we can 

have – the fullest relationship with our God.  Delve into God’s treasury! 

 

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin. 


